[Formation of two types of a proteolytically cleaved nucleoprotein in cells, infected by influenza virus].
Two types of proteolytically cleaved influenza virus nucleoprotein (NP) are formed in cells infected with influenza virus. One, cell membrane-associated cleaved NP (C-NP), is heterogeneous in size and during analysis in PAGE is localized in the 53 kDa and less zone. Its formation depends on the species appurtenance of the infective virus and occurs only in viruses with a low efficacy of NP oligomerization. C-NP is incapable of intracellular oligomerization. The other type of cleaved NP, extracellular free (F-NP), is most likely a secreted product of intracellular proteolysis of 56 kDa NP. Its molecular weight is about 53 kDa. Its formation does not depend on the species of infective influenza virus and it is capable of intracellular oligomerization.